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Someone once said, “Men will allow God to be everywhere but on his throne.”  Sin by its 

nature displaces God from being on the throne.  The very first sin in Genesis 3 at its most basic is 
about a displacement;  “You too shall be like God…”  Sin ever since seeks to put self in place of 
the Lord, God.  God by His very nature does not share his throne with anyone and none can take 
it from Him. 

Satan tried.  In a context that speaks of the death of the wicked by the hand of the Lord 
Isaiah 14 speaks about Satan’s failure to seize the throne by force from the Lord.  In a series of “I 
will” declarations Satan vows to take the place of God.  However, Satan like the violent, evil 
kings he manipulates will all fall to a point when they will be remembered no more  (Isaiah 
14:16-21).  Imagine being in heaven and not even remembering our greatest enemy-Satan.  Satan 
has fallen like lightening to the earth along with all of his fallen followers (Luke 10:8; Rev 
12:9).  But is this the worst sin for us? 
 Talk show host Dennis Praeger believes that the worst sin is taking God’s name in vain.  
He argues that the worst sin one can commit sins, “all in the name of God.”  He writes; “In our 
time, there are, unfortunately, many examples of this. The evils committed by Islamists who 
torture, bomb, cut throats and mass murder — all in the name of their God — do terrible damage 
to the name of God.”   

He continues: “It is not coincidental that what is called the New Atheism — the immense 
eruption of atheist activism — followed the 9/11 attack on America by Islamist terrorists. In fact, 
the most frequent argument against God and religion concerns evil committed in God’s name — 
whether it is done in the name of Allah today or was done in the past in the name of Christ. 
People who murder in the name of God not only kill their victims, they kill God, too. 
That’s why the greatest sin is religious evil.”  http://www.dennisprager.com/worst-sin/ 
 I like Dennis Praeger, but I do not believe this is the worst sin or that he is correct.  He 
makes a good argument here for the damage sin does to the name of the Lord.  But as a Christian 
I cannot equate the name of Allah with the name of Jesus Christ.  If one is to believe the Biblical 
scriptures then one will come to understand that the scriptures do not allow the Lord to share His 
glory with anyone else because no one else is like the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.    
 It seems to me that for the sake of argument, that if Jesus Christ is the ultimate authority 
and judge of the world then it is only His standard of things that really matters.  Christians 
confess as much in the ecumenical creeds that it will be Jesus who “judges the living and the 
dead” not Allah, or even Pastor Woods.  Philippians 2 says as much when it concludes with the 
declaration that “every knee will bow and every tongue confess Jesus as Lord the glory of God.”  
It would therefore, be inconsistent with faith for a Christian to elevate anyone else, or anything 
else, (even self) before Jesus.   

	



 Yet I believe that is what happens when many people determine what the worst sin is –
“to them.”  What I find is that many people think of a sin as the worst sin based on their feelings 
towards that sin.  If we really don’t like pride, then we come down on arrogant people.  If we 
really don’t like homosexuality we come down on that sin harder than if a son or daughter is 
living in adultery with a boyfriend or girlfriend—when both fall under the condemnation of the 
6th commandment.  If radical Islam decides to murder more people in the name of Allah but are 
harsh and hateful toward a coworker we may be tempted to put aside the words of 1 John 3:15, 
“Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer.”   
 We like to compare sins which usually means we reduce the seriousness of our own sins 
by elevated the sins of others.  “I may be overweight but at least I’m not as big as so and so.”  “I 
may have hit someone with my car while texting but at least I’m not as bad as a person who gets 
a DUI because they were not driving sober.”  Our sin usually does not rise to the “worst” when 
using our own logic as the standard.   
 We like to define what sin is real sin.  According to George Bernard Shaw the worst sin 
is indifference toward our fellow neighbor.  Another once wrote that the worst sin is the one you 
think you can get away with.  There are many ideas of what people believe are the worst sins. 

The problem is simple.  Sin always leads to the same thing; something gets broken.  The 
problem with sin, as I have said for years, is that sin in any form tries to kill whatever it touches.  
Sexual sins for example have done more damage to more families in history than perhaps most 
other sins.  Sin by its nature likes to hide and pretend to be a good thing while it destroys 
relationships, marriages, friendships, trust, and more.   It acts as a friend while attempting to ruin 
you.  Most of all sin by its nature likes to destroy our faith life through the back door of 
destroying relationships.  For example in most cases of divorce in the congregation, the divorce 
happens and then both spouses are no longer seen in the worship life of the church.  This, my 
friends is the goal of sin in the end.  If Satan cannot get God off His throne he wants to keep you 
away from the throne.    
 Sin is a part of us all:  Psalm 51:5 tells us, “I was sinful from birth, sinful from the time 
my mother conceived me.”  That’s pretty early.  A sinful Adam and Eve produced sinful 
offspring.  This is the image of the “Old Adam” in Paul’s discussion of 1 Corinthians 15.  Our 
sinful nature produces sinful actions.  All sin is paid for by way of the cross of Jesus.  Even the 
worst of sins committed in the name of the Lord may fall under grace and find forgiveness.   
 So what then is the worst sin? The worst is also the saddest, the rejection of Jesus.    
Mark 3:28-29 says, “Truly I (Jesus) tell you, people can be forgiven all their sins and every 
slander they utter, but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; they 
are guilty of an eternal sin.”  (See also Matthew 12:31-32).  The job of the Holy Spirit is to bring 
us to faith in Jesus.  If we do not accept Jesus we have resisted the Holy Spirit and chosen not to 
be in a relationship with Jesus.  This is the worst sin because to miss out on Jesus is to miss out 
on all that Jesus is giving too—forgiveness, new life, better marriages and relationships, peace, 
and eternal life.  This saddest of sins is the absolute refusal to let Jesus in--let alone be on the 
throne.  This is the worst.   
 Thankfully, if anyone is still sucking air the opportunity to know Jesus is at hand.  Jesus 
is like that father of the Prodigal Son of Luke 15--anticipating, longing for you, to know Him.  
His grace is provided regardless of how bad or good you think you may be.  You can be forgiven 
and welcomed by Jesus.  In Jesus the worst things about us all are eventually erased and all that 
is left is the beautiful creature that He intends for us to be.  So, instead of thinking about the 
worst consider the best, in Jesus.   


