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“Devoted to the Apostles’ Teaching” 

 
READING: John 14:25-26 – “All this I have spoken while still with you.  But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have 
said to you.” 
                    Acts 2:42-47 – They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer.  Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs 
were done by the apostles.  All the believers were together and had everything in common.  Selling their 
possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.  Every day they continued to meet together in 
the temple courts.  They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising 
God and enjoying the favor of all the people.  And the Lord added to their number daily those who were 
being saved. 
 
A week ago Sunday we celebrated Holy Trinity Sunday.  Trinity Sunday is the last Sunday of the “Festival 
Season” of the church calendar.  We’ve just completed 26 Sundays of Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, 
Holy Week, Easter, and Pentecost.  Now we enter into the 26 “Sundays after Pentecost”.  Back in our 
younger years that portion of the Church Year was known as the “Trinity Season”.  I’m not sure why the 
change took place, but what’s important for us to know is this season we’ve just entered is the “Teaching 
Season” of the church calendar.  We’re going to learn to put our faith and joy in Jesus into practice. 
 
As you heard in the readings for today, Jesus had promised that after he had left the apostles’ physically, he 
would send to them from the Father the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of truth.  He also promised 
that the Counselor would “teach (them) all things” and would “remind (them) of everything I have said to 
you.”  When the Holy Spirit came upon the apostles on Pentecost, he did exactly that, and immediately 
those men began to teach others what Jesus had taught to them.  As the Church began to gain momentum 
and people began to come to Christ, they sat with the apostles and listened to their “teaching”. 
 
What do you suppose that “teaching” was?  My guess is that it was a lot of the material we will cover over 
the next 26 weeks!  They heard and learned of Jesus’ miracles.  They heard and had unpacked for them 
Jesus’ parables.  They heard and had explained to them his “Sermon on the Mount” and other didactic 
lessons that Jesus had told to the disciples through their three years at his feet.  They also had pointed out 
for them all the places where the Old Testament scriptures had spoken of and prophesied the Christ.  They 
learned what it meant to be the Messiah, what it cost Jesus to be the Messiah, and what the Messiah meant 
for them.  And, when they were filled with the joy of knowing Jesus and his great love for them and they 
asked the simple question, “Knowing all of this, how then shall I live?” they were instructed in the day to 
day living of their faith. 
 
As you and I enter into the “Teaching Season” of the Church, we see that the paraments on the altar, the 
font, and the pulpit are now green.  Green is the color of growth and regeneration, of living things and 
God’s blessings.  It’s the color of growing crops and trees bearing fruits.  It’s the color of grasslands and 
forests, of verdant pastures and fresh-mown hay.  The green is there to remind us that in this “Non-festival” 
portion of the year, we, too, want to grow.  We want to grow in our knowledge of Jesus and of his 
teachings.  We want to grow in our ability to live the Christian life before our God and with our neighbors.  
We want to be prepared for that moment when someone we know or someone we meet needs to hear and 
experience the love of God in Christ Jesus.  That’s when we get the opportunity to be the seed sowers, the 
evangelists, and tellers of Good News. 



 
May this summer and fall be a time of growth for you.  May you learn new things and be brought into 
remembrance of things you already knew but hadn’t thought of for a while.  May the Holy Spirit teach you 
and prepare you and bring you more joy in Christ.  We’ll look forward to growing and bearing rich and 
abundant fruit for our Savior and our God.  Amen. 
 
PRAYER:  
 
ANNOUNCEMENT(S):  
1) VBS REGISTRATIONS:  Don’t forget to tell your friends and relatives who have youngsters in their homes 
the our VBS is set for June 27-30 and that ALL registrations must be done online, in advance, and before 
June 20.  They can do this by going to glcna.org.  Helpers are also needed and can register at the same 
website. 
2) THANK YOU!  A couple of weeks ago I told the congregation about two households I had become aware 
of who, through no fault of their own, had found themselves in financial difficulties because illness had 
caused them to be unable to work.  I had no money left in the “Love Offering”, and so I asked that if they 
were so moved, would they please make some money available.  Well, did this congregation come through!  
We were able to bless those two households, a third one that popped up that following week, and have 
funds to be a blessing to others still!  So, if you had a hand in that, thank you! 


