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“The Athanasian Creed” 

 
READING: John 14:25-27 – All this I have spoken while still with you.  But the Counselor, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in name, will teach you all things and will remind you 
of everything I have said to you.  Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.  I do not give to 
you as the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 
                   Matthew 28:18-20 – Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of 
the age.” 
 
If you were in church this past Sunday, or if you tuned in the services online, you know that it 
was Holy Trinity Sunday.  You also know we did our once-a-year confession of the Athanasian 
Creed.  It is our custom to use that creed on Trinity Sunday since it is the most detailed 
confession of the church in regard to the doctrine of the Trinity.  Perhaps a little background 
would be of interest to you here. 
 
A Christian bishop in Alexandria, Egypt, by the name of Arius began to teach that the Son of 
God was created by the Father as the first of all Creatures.  That there was a time when the 
Son did not exist, and therefore the Son was subordinate to the Father and was only called 
“Son” because the Father adopted Jesus as such.  As this teaching began to spread across 
North Africa and across the Mediterranean Sea to Rome and beyond, a great controversy 
erupted with many bishops calling Arius a heretic and some inclined to agree with him.  To 
deal with this, the Church called for the bishops to meet in Council at the city of Nicaea in 325 
A.D. 
 
One of Arius’ most outspoken critics was Athanasius, who at the time of the Council was just 
a deacon and not allowed to address the Council.  But he was credited with doing a lot of the 
legwork and the composing of the confession that was adopted by the Council of Nicaea – the 
instrument we now call the Nicene Creed.  Later Athanasius became first a priest and later a 
bishop and dedicated much of his life to fighting Arianism and weeding it out of the Church. 
 
The Creed we call the Athanasian Creed was not written by Athanasius.  It was written in the 
400’s A.D. long after Athanasius had died.  But it came to bear his name because in its 
formation and in its theology, it very much represents the teachings and understandings of 
the man whose name it bears.  It is one of the three Ecumenical Creeds of the Christian 
Church, meaning it is accepted and it is used by the broad majority of the denominations 
within Christendom. 
 



So why is all of this important?  First, because Jesus himself attests to the Trinity in a number 
of passages including the two above, as do the Apostles, especially St. Paul.  Secondly, if Jesus 
was just a man, a creature, like us, his death and even his resurrection would avail us nothing.  
If Jesus is not True God begotten of the Father before all worlds, then his death could not 
possibly justify all the believers of all time, past and future.  Thirdly, the Arians are with us 
still. 
 
When those nicely dressed, very polite folks from The Jehovah’s Witnesses come calling at 
your door, they will talk to you about family life and life after death, but the one thing they 
will not want to talk about is the Trinity.  That is because they do not believe there is such a 
thing.  They believe that the Church was led astray by the Emperor Constantine in the early 
300’s A.D.  They believe that Arius had it right, although very few of them will have ever 
heard of Arius.  They hold that Jesus was, at first, just a very good man who led a life so 
righteous that when Jesus was unjustly put to death on a Roman cross, Jehovah (the Father) 
raised him from the dead and adopted him as his son.  Jesus therefore became the “Great 
Example” for the rest of God’s people and the 144,000 are those who have achieved the kind 
of righteousness that Jesus exemplified.  And the Holy Spirit?  Well, that’s just the 
euphemism the Scriptures use to highlight God’s “active force in the world.”  When we see 
God do something (like a miracle), we say, “The Spirit of God came to that person’s aid.” 
 
The Doctrine of the Trinity is the full revelation of God that was only possible after his Son, 
Jesus, came in the flesh and revealed to us the Father, the Counselor (or Holy Spirit), and 
himself as the Son of the Father from all eternity.  Jesus said more than once, “The Father and 
I are one.”  And, you and I, now knowing God most fully through the fulfillment of his plan of 
salvation in the death and Resurrection of Jesus and the coming of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost, do well to recite the Athanasian Creed with a sharp eye and an open heart as it 
says, “…that we worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, neither confusing the persons 
nor dividing the substance…Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Spirit.”  
We believe it.  We confess it.  We rejoice in it.  Amen. 
 
PRAYER:  
 
ANNOUNCEMENT(S):  
1) VBS REGISTRATIONS:  Don’t forget to tell your friends and relatives who have youngsters in 
their homes the our VBS is set for June 27-30 and that ALL registrations must be done online, 
in advance, and before June 20.  They can do this by going to glcna.org.  Helpers are also 
needed and can register at the same website. 


