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“Let the Little Ones Come to Me” 

 
READING: Luke 18:15-17 – People were also bringing babies to Jesus to have him touch them.  When the 
disciples saw this, they rebuked them.  But Jesus called the children to him and said, “Let the little children 
come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom belongs to such as these.  I tell you the truth, anyone 
who will not receive the kingdom like a little child will never enter it.” 
 
My hat goes off to the teachers of three-year-old preschoolers.  Wow are those little ones a raw product 
when they come through those doors!  I had my first chapel service with them last week.  Oh, the agony!  I 
have to make the lesson as concrete and simple as I can.  They have trouble paying attention for more than 
two or three minutes.  Some of them even less than that.  They fidget and squirm.  They look around at the 
church and all its distractions rather than follow what I’m saying.  And you can bet, if their dog threw-up 
this morning, no matter what question I ask, the answer is going to be, “My dog Rusty threw-up this 
morning!” 
 
We Lutherans follow the practice and theology of infant baptism.  We do this for a variety of Biblical and 
historical reasons.  We believe that the apostles were already baptizing whole families in the time of the 
book of Acts where we find the word “oikos” used repeatedly.  The word in its everyday usage in that day 
meant “household” – everyone who lived under that roof: adults, grandparents, slaves, and most definitely 
children.  Peter baptized Cornelius’ oikos.  Paul baptized the oikos of both Lydia and the jailer at Philippi - 
Mom, Pop, and the kids. 
 
If the apostles were NOT baptizing infants, then who started the practice?  We know for an absolute fact 
that by the early 300’s infants were being baptized all around the Christian church.  If the apostles weren’t 
doing that, who had the audacity to start such a practice and why was there no outcry from the Church that 
something new was being introduced contrary to apostolic teaching?  We don’t hear complaints about it 
until the 1300’s in Europe from lay people who asked, “Why are we baptizing infants?  They don’t know 
anything?” 
 
Ask any parent of a two-year-old or one of those teachers of the three’s and they will tell you that those 
children are little sinners.  They are self-centered.  They are willful.  They have to be taught to share, wait 
their turn, stay seated until dismissed, raise their hand for permission to speak, and nearly every good 
action and practice.  They DO NOT HAVE TO BE TAUGHT HOW TO BE BAD!  Because they are sinful human 
beings, they too need the grace of God, and it comes to them in their baptisms. 
 
I have long held and taught that infant baptism is the most beautiful expression of God’s all-encompassing 
grace.  Those little ones come to that font a sinful little child of man, under the thrall of the devil – they 
leave that font a forgiven child of God whose name is now written in the Book of Life.  That is a miracle that 
takes place right before our eyes!  And it has nothing to do with what that child is or does.  I’ve watched 
more than a hundred of them.  They have no idea what’s going on.  They mostly stare up at the lights above 
the altar, mesmerized by their shine and number.  That child can make no vow.  That little one can make no 
promise.  That child can undertake no quest or sacrifice.  That child can offer nothing to the God of the 
universe.  But HE does all the giving.  He does all the blessing.  And He gives forgiveness and new life to that 
little one simple out of his great love for his people. 
 



That little one goes away from that font with a new name: Christian.  That infant goes away from that font 
with a new family: the Church universal.  And that child goes away from that font with a new future: heaven 
will be its home.  These are gifts unearned.  These are gifts of grace.  
 
So when the disciples tried to shoo away the mothers with their little ones, Jesus was rightly displeased and 
rebuked them for their trouble.  Jesus loved the children just as the Father loves us.  Not a one of us 
deserves his grace, yet he freely pours it out on us through his Son, Jesus Christ.  We see the Son doing 
exactly what his Father does: “He took them up in his arms and blessed them.”  What a beautiful picture of 
grace that is!  That is exactly how our Lord loves you and me today.  None of it is earned.  All of it is given in 
love for us.  So let us come to the Kingdom just as the little ones do: “…without one plea but that Jesus shed 
his blood for me.”  Amen. 
 
PRAYER: 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT(S): 

1) PASTORS CLASS: commenced last Sunday, but it isn’t too late to get in on it.  Join us this Sunday from 
1-3:00 PM in the Fireside Room.  This class is a great review of the Six Chief Parts of the Christian 
faith.  It is also the class by which a person can become a member of Grace if they have never been 
confirmed in a Lutheran church.  Join us! 

2) PHOTO GALLERY:  We are going to shoot pictures of everyone we can the next two weekends before 
and after all the services.  We want to put together a Gallery on our website that only members can 
access so that our new members will have some place to learn names and faces of people they meet 
at church and so that the rest of us can learn the names and faces of our new members.  Please 
make every effort to attend a service at church on September 10-11 and 17-18 so we can include 
your shining visage and dazzling smile in our Gallery.  I also need some more photographers.  If you 
have a digital camera and know how to upload the pictures into email, you could be very helpful.  
Call the office and tell Karen you are willing to take pictures and I will be in touch.    


