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“Jesus is Clarity” 
 
 1 Corinthians 14:33 says that “God is not a God of confusion, but of peace.”  This verse is spoken in the 
context of Paul explaining the difference of speaking in tongues and proclaiming the word of God clearly.  If 
everyone simply spoke in a different language to be seen as religious then what’s the point.  No one can 
understand anything and nothing useful is found because it all becomes a lot sound without purpose or meaning.  
Worse than this an unbeliever who visits will simply say they are out of their minds.   
 Confusion is the way of the Serpent who said to Eve; “Did God really say…?”  The question is designed 
to cause doubt in any believer.  The question implies that our Lord is holding out on us; or deceiving us 
somehow. It gives one a picture that it is God or the believer who is out of their mind and needs to be corrected. 
 In a recent Christmas mass the Pope declared that the clergy can bless homosexual couples.  The 
interpretation of this has ranged from openly blessing homosexual unions to all out rejection of the Pope’s edict. 
But what is this edict really based on?  No one is really sure, at least from the Church’s perspective.  However, 
this papal declaration has single-handedly put the Catholic Church on a path similar to the Anglicans, 
Methodists, and others.  This single edict has divided the Church over night and caused great confusion over 
Marriage and sexuality.   
 Marriage and sexuality are the frontline areas where clarity of the Word is challenged in our current 
context.  What is at stake is the truth of God’s Word.  And it is as deliberate as the Serpents deception in the 
Garden of Eden.  “Did God really say that He made them male and female?”  “Did God really say that a man 
shall leave His father and his mother and be united to his wife?”  The game of pronouns and redefinitions is 
nothing less then the devil’s work to confuse a very clear declaration in scripture.  Politicians won’t even 
answer the definition of a man or woman—who’s mind has been lost exactly?  Genesis 1:27 declares “So God 
created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.”    

But now the Pope has decided we can deviate from this and bless what other places in scripture have 
called sinful.  Most famously, Romans 1 strongly condemns homosexuality. 24 Therefore God gave them over in 
the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 25 They 
exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who 
is forever praised. Amen.  26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women 
exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural ones. 27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural 
relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed shameful acts with other 
men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their error.”  Romans 1 does not bless what is sinful but 
condemns it.  It’s one thing to have a same sex attraction which can be as strong as anorexia or lust or hatred for 
a neighbor for example.  It all becomes like a spiritual anorexia which distorts a view of ourselves and how we 
view our connections to others around us.  God is the God of clarity not confusion.  Yet, confusion defines the 
world of transgenderism —again a kind of spiritual anorexia.  Such thinking requires one to embrace a self-
hatred of their maleness or femaleness.  More than this one must deny the obvious biology and evidence of 
physical maleness or femaleness.  More emphasis what is felt about self rather than emphasizing what one is 
already in the eyes of the Lord.   

All this confusion happens for the same reason Adam and Eve sinned.  The desire outweighed what God 
said in His Word.  God did say, “‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and 
you must not touch it, or you will die.’”  Yes.  But desire became Eve’s “truth” and clarity was thrown out.  
Desire is ruined by our sin.  Pick your subject.  Desire often overrules the clarity of the Word; in money, 
responsibility, ambitions, relationships, degrees, vision, truth, and especially in terms of faith.  On the other 
hand, a mature faith learns to crucify the sinful nature and bring our own desires into alignment with God’s 
Word.     

The good news is that there is clarity in the Word of God, especially in terms of our Lord Jesus.  We just 
celebrated the incarnation.  Along with the Word becoming flesh we also have the forgiveness of Good Friday, 
the resurrection of Easter Sunday, and the Ascension of Jesus.  All comes by way of His divine presence.  The 
incarnation is not a subtraction of divinity but the addition of His humanity through the Virgin Birth.  



In his book, “Knowing God” J.I. Packer in chapter 22 meditates on Romans 8:31-39.  In his reflections 
he says, “Without Calvary, we would not have hope of escaping the hell that we truly deserve. We have fallen 
short of the glory of God and lived our lives, more or less, in obedience to sin. We wish God didn’t exist so that 
we could be at the center of the universe, and, accordingly, we try to live that lie as if it were the truth. Christ’s 
death is the springboard for everything that’s said about salvation in the book of Romans.” 

We are know the verse. 31 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can 
be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along 
with him, graciously give us all things?”  Packer relates that the "all things” comes because of the atonement.   

The clarity of this verse is bold.  God didn’t spare his Son but did give Him up for us all because all of 
us are fallen to sin.  No other course, except Jesus makes it possible for salvation. Along with this “all things” is 
a new version of the believer remade daily into the image of the Savior.  Love then is not just love as desire but 
love that is sacrificial and obedient to the Father in Heaven.  Love is defined then not by simple desire but by 
the presence of the Holy Spirit given in Jesus Christ.  Love saw how sin ruins and causes confusion in this 
world so Jesus was sent to die for sin—not to brush it off, or bless it, or embrace it, but to be rid of it.  
Therefore, “all things” is a new identity in Jesus where a life of sin is surrendered to accept a life in the Spirit.  
“All things” of course, includes a resurrection where the pull of all spiritual anorexia no longer has any power 
over us.   
 Much more can be said about clarity.  I think it can be agreed that we all would like clarity on the 
important things.  Clarity is important in terms of cancer for example.  What type?  What stage?  Clarity of what 
determines the how help is provided.  Clarity of what sin is helps us to appreciate the depth of Jesus’ sacrifice 
and the need for the atonement of every human being.  Everyone needs Jesus but not everyone desires Him.  
This is a simple reality.  “But for those who believe He gives the right to become children of God…born of 
God” (John 1)   
 I would encourage you to pursue clarity in this new year in order to keep the confusion of the devil 
away.  Whatever the subject may be for you...Dig into the Word of God.  Ask lots of questions.  Do lots of 
homework.  Let yourself be challenged.  If you struggle with a subject related to faith I would hope you would 
pursue it as diligently as a cure for cancer.  The cool thing is that the more you do this the more your desires will 
be shaped by Jesus rather than the other way around.  This is perhaps one of the greatest signals that something 
has reached a new level of clarity.  Truth brings you a new level of peace in Jesus. 
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