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“Shoulder to Shoulder” 

 
READING:  I John 1:1-4 – That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen 
with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched – this we proclaim concerning the 
Word of life  The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it. And we proclaim to you the eternal life, 
which was with the Father and has appeared to us.  We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so 
that you also may have fellowship with us.  And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus 
Christ.  We write this to make our joy complete. 
 
Early in September driving through the wilds of southeastern Kentucky I chanced to see along the highway a 
paddock in which there were six sheep.  They were rather ordinary sheep; nothing special about any one of 
them.  They were rather interchangeable, in fact.  Nor was what they were doing at all unusual.  What was 
weirdly wonderful about those six sheep is how they were going about their business.  You see, they were 
grazing.  That’s pretty much what sheep do for a living.  They graze and produce wool (and meat).  But those 
six sheep were grazing SHOULD TO SHOULDER!  I mean they were packed in against each other, shoulders 
touching, in a straight row like the Michigan offensive line.  They moved as one unit, contentedly munching 
grass like some big, weird lawnmower.  I’ve never seen animals do something like that.  I don’t know if they 
were trained to it, or if they developed this process all by themselves, but it was weirdly wonderful to see. 
 
St. John in our text for today writes to people he calls his “dear children”.  Many are already Christians 
firmly established in the faith.  Some are waffling, drawn to some of the Gnostic doctrines that had drifted 
into Christianity in that day.  The Gnostics were Gentiles who had been adherents to Roman “mystery 
religions” that sprang up all around the Roman Empire.  They claimed to have secret knowledge and mystic 
revelations that one could only gain and understand after a period of indoctrination and study.  They taught 
that only “the spirit” meant anything while the body and other material things were base and of little or no 
value.  They taught that the man, Jesus, was just projecting his humanity.  They could not accept that God, 
pure spirit, would ever have allowed himself to really become flesh.  They taught other ideas that they 
carried over from their past. 
 
St. John in this letter will warn Christians that to doubt or disbelieve Jesus’ humanity would rob his birth, 
life, death, and resurrection of all meaning and all their power.  To reject Jesus’ true humanity would be to 
oppose the prophecies and all that the Scriptures had indicated about the Christ.  St. John says in effect, 
“This Jesus, whom we heard, saw, touched, listened to, and testify of, is God’s only Son and is fully, 
completely, and with a doubt truly and fully human.” 
 
He encourages his listeners to stand together like those six sheep.  To stand shoulder to shoulder in the 
truth of God’s word, and to live in the fellowship of faith with the Church that then brings them into 
fellowship with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  He wants them to stand shoulder to shoulder, contending 
as one man for the doctrines they have received through the Apostles.  He wants them to be assured of the 
truth and the eye-witness testimony of Paul, Peter, James, himself, and all the rest of those who walked 
with Jesus, talked with Jesus, touched him, saw him alive and whole on Easter, saw the nail marks and the 
gash of the spear in his side.  He wants them to know Jesus as fully God and also fully man, “…born of a 
woman, born under the law, to redeem those born under the law,” as St. Paul says. 
 
So when St. John speaks, he speaks to us as well.  We, too, live in a time where many different “Jesus’s” are 
proposed and imagined.  Seldom is his humanity doubted, but his divinity is also rejected and maligned.  



We, too, should stand “shoulder to shoulder” with one another in professing the truth of the Scriptures and 
the accurate picture they give us of the One who was born, lived, taught, died, and rose again for us.  Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, “the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow.”  Amen. 
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